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“I TOUCH THE FUTURE.  I TEACH.”
Local Educator named Challenger Center Teacher of the Year

SAN ANTONIO, TX - The mission of Christa McAuliffe, Teacher in Space and the 51-L Challenger crew continues as Challenger Center for Space Science Education named local Texas educator Ana Sandoval “Teacher of the Year”. Challenger Center was founded in 1986 by the families of the astronauts of the space shuttle Challenger 51-L mission and is dedicated to the educational spirit of that mission. The Challenger Center award allows the network of 46 Challenger Learning Centers to recognize teachers from their communities who exemplify the spirit of the Challenger crew’s education mission, and who share a commitment to learning about science, mathematics, and technology.  
Ms. Ana Sandoval, a special education teacher from Stevenson Middle School in San Antonio, Texas has been named a 2009 recipient of the Turner N. Wiley Teacher Award along with five other educators from across the country. Ms. Sandoval said, “I feel that my most rewarding accomplishment is to take my students to the Challenger Learning Center [in San Antonio].  Some of my [special needs] students, through no fault of their own, can’t even dream of the concept of working, much less working as astronauts or working for NASA, but …what truly is important, is the excitement and the deep joy that they experience when they go.  To see students who have profound disabilities function at a level you can’t see in a classroom… engaged and learning about real life situations in space exploration. I can see that we have touched them.  I know we have guided them through an experience they will long remember.  I am deeply thankful to the Challenger Learning Center’s staff for helping me undertake this daunting task and for standing with me in our contribution to “no child left behind.”
Mr. Herb Klein, President of Brooks Aerospace Foundation that manages the Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio, said “As a special education teacher, Ana’s students have some degree of emotional and social needs due to physical and academic needs.  She helped to create our “Adaptive Mission” for these students by helping modify our K-4 Micronauts mission for her middle school students.  As a result, hundreds of special needs children have experienced a uniquely tailored space mission. After inspiring and helping create the Adaptive Mission, Ana educated our staff to best assist special needs students, taught us better positive reinforcement skills and how to create a nurturing and non-threatening learning environment. We’ve often had students with mental or learning disabilities attend previous missions, joining a “mainstream” group of non-disabled students.   They enjoy it, but struggle with comprehension and other issues.  Thanks to Ana’s efforts, now there’s a mission designed just for them!”   

The Teacher of the Year award is a special medallion that was produced by NASA from material taken on the Apollo 8 mission to the Moon.  On December 24, 1968, in what was the most watched television broadcast to date, the crew of Apollo 8 read from the Book of Genesis and beside astronauts William Anders, Jim Lovell, and Frank Borman was a small ball of pure aluminum to be used as a “thank you” to the ground support teams. Upon return to Earth, this memento was melted with a larger amount of pure aluminum from which this medallion was struck. 
A small number of the medallions remained entrusted to Mr. Turner Wiley’s care, who at the time was Chief of the NASA Communication Engineering Branch at the Goddard Space Flight Center.  At his request, his gift is used to honor students and teachers who perform exemplary work in education.  Mr. Wiley told Challenger Center before his death last year, "What better way to continue the tradition of these medallions than to reward educators who are working in both classrooms and Challenger Learning Centers to cultivate the next generation of space explorers.”  

Dr. June Scobee Rodgers, widow of Challenger commander Dick Scobee, and Founding Chairman of Challenger Center, said, “The gifted teachers who receive this award may come from different places or teach different grades, but they are linked together by a genuine desire to ignite their students’ curiosities about our universe, to engage them in learning and discovery, and to teach them that their futures have no boundaries.  All of us at Challenger Center are grateful that these teachers have found our Challenger Learning Center programs to be a fundamental component of their curriculum.”
Challenger Learning Center programs worldwide continue the space shuttle Challenger 51-L crew's mission of engaging teachers and students in science, mathematics, engineering and technology. To locate a Challenger Learning Center near you, visit www.challenger.org.

XXX

For more information about the Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio, please contact

Herb Klein, President
Brooks Aerospace Foundation, Inc.
7950 Outer Circle Road, Building 660
Brooks City-Base, San Antonio, Texas 78235
210-531-9767; hklein@satx.rr.com
www.clcsa.org
For more information about Challenger Center for Space Science Education, please contact:

Rita Karl, Director of Education

Challenger Center for Space Science Education

300 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-535-1345; rkarl@challenger.org  

www.challenger.org.






