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The Education Mission of Christa McAullife and the 51-L Crew Continues as   

Challenger Center Names Five Educators as Teacher of the Year
ALEXANDRIA, VA (4/9/08): Challenger Center for Space Science Education, a non-profit organization created by the families of the astronauts who were tragically lost during the last flight of the Challenger space shuttle, today announced the recipients of its Teacher of the Year award.  The honor allows Challenger Center’s international network of Challenger Learning Centers to recognize teachers from their communities who exemplify the spirit of the Challenger crew’s education mission, and who share a commitment to learning about science, mathematics, and technology.  The organization has named five Teacher of the Year recipients for 2008. 
Staff members from each of the 51 Challenger Learning Centers located across the United States, Canada, and England, were invited to nominate one instructor who had cultivated a strong relationship with their local Challenger Learning Center; and whose commitment to education had made a noticeable impact on students and the community at large.

Challenger Center congratulates its Teacher of the Year recipients:
· Vicky Driver, 6th grade science teacher at Connell Middle, San Antonio, TX 

· Amanda Lane-Cline, Director of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) at American Academy Charter School, Lone Tree, CO 
· Pamela A. Rentner, 5th grade teacher at Sylvania Schools, Toledo, OH

· Thelma Ritchie, 5th grade teacher at Island Park Elementary School, Mercer Island, WA

· Samantha Doctor, 3-5 grade science teacher at Florence Nightingale School, New York, NY

The Teacher of the Year award is a special medallion that was produced by NASA from material taken on the Apollo 8 mission.  On that flight in 1968, resting beside the three astronauts as they recited words from Genesis “In the Beginning-----“, was a small ball of pure aluminum to be used as a “thank you” to the ground support teams making the Apollo-8 mission possible. Upon return to Earth, this memento was melted with a larger amount of pure aluminum from which this Medallion was struck. A small number of the Medallions remained entrusted to Mr. Wiley’s care, who at the time was Chief, NASA Communication (NASCOM) Engineering Branch at the Goddard Space Flight Center.

At his request, his gift is being used to honor students and teachers who perform exemplary work in education.  Mr. Wiley stated, "What better way to continue the tradition of these medallions than to reward educators who are working in both classrooms and Challenger Learning Centers to cultivate the next generation of space explorers.  I congratulate and thank the seven educators who are making such a profound impact on our nation’s children."

June Scobee Rodgers, Ph.D., widow of Challenger commander Dick Scobee, and the Founding Chairman of Challenger Center, said, “These seven gifted instructors come from diverse geographic regions, teach different grade levels, and work with students of varying abilities.  What links them together is a genuine desire to ignite their students’ curiosities about the universe that surrounds them, as well as to convince them that their futures literally have no boundaries.  All of us at Challenger Center are grateful that each of these teachers have found our Challenger Learning Center programs to be a fundamental component of their curriculum.”

About Challenger Center for Space Science Education 

Challenger Center is an educational organization created in 1986 by the families of the astronauts tragically lost during the last flight of the Challenger Space Shuttle. Dedicated to the educational spirit of that mission, Challenger Center develops Learning Centers and other educational programs that continue the mission to engage students in science and mathematics education. These programs use the excitement of space exploration to create learning experiences that foster lifelong learning in mathematics, science and technology, and develop critical communication, decision-making, team-building and collaborative skills. For more information, visit www.challenger.org  
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