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map can be more than just numbers

and lines, and a pizza can be more

than just topping and crust.  Don’t

forget dessert!  A cookie in the shape

of a country is delicious!  You can do this in

groups or make individual pizzas and cookies

using their country from the “On The Border”

activity.

• two cans of pizza dough (refrigerator 

section of grocery store)

• roller or tall glass

• spaghetti sauce

• cheese

• pepperoni

• bell peppers

• oil

• sugar cookie dough (refrigerator section

of grocery store)

• various sprinkles

• chocolate chips

• sanitary gloves

• atlas

1.  Gain special permission to utilize the oven in

your school cafeteria.  Many cafeterias will

bake something for you if you give them the

temperature and the baking time. 

2.   Divide the students into four groups.  Two

groups will create map pizzas and two groups

will create map cookies.  

3.  Looking through an atlas, have them decide

what type of map they are going to make (i.e.,

weather, population, major rivers, etc.).

4.  All students must wear sanitary gloves! you

can obtain them from the cafeteria or a 

grocery store.

5.  Coat a cookie sheet with oil.  Spread the pizza

dough onto the cookie sheet and flatten with

a floured rolling pin or glass.
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6.  Use the atlas to help you form the dough into

a map of the U.S.A. or another country.  Make

a ridge of dough along the edge to keep

sauce and toppings from dripping.  Spread

tomato sauce over the dough.

7.  Add toppings to mark features:  mountain

ranges and rivers, your state, state capital,

towns, vacation spots, historic landmarks,

major industries, crops or other important

or special locations.

8.  Bake the pizza map for 20-30 minutes.  The

baking time will depend upon your oven and

the thickness of your crust.  It is done when

the cheese melts and the crust is brown.

9.  Roll the cookie dough on a cookie sheet.

10. Use the atlas to help you form the dough into

a map of the U.S.A. or another country.

11.  You can vary the dough to show elevation and

depressions (relief map) in the earth.

12. Add toppings to mark features:  mountain

ranges and rivers, your state, state capital,

towns, vacation spots, historic landmarks,

major industries, crops or other important

or special locations.
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Challenger Center Programs

The internationally acclaimed Challenger Learning Center Network currently consists of state-of-
the-art, innovative educational simulators located at 49 sites across 29 states, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom. Staffed by master teachers, the core of each Center is a two-room simulator consisting of 
a space station, complete with communications, medical, life, and computer science equipment, and 
a mission control room patterned after NASA’s Johnson Space Center. See www.challenger.org for 
information.

A joint initiative of Challenger Center for Space Science Education, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and NASA, Voyage — A Journey through our Solar System is a space 
science exhibition project that includes permanent placement of a scale model solar 
system on the National Mall in Washington, DC, and at locations all over the world. See 
www.voyageonline.org for information.

Space DaySM launches new Design Challenges created by Challenger Center each school 
year. The inquiry-based challenges are designed to inspire students in grades 4-8 to 
create innovative solutions that could aid future exploration of our solar system. See 
www.spaceday.org for information.

Challenger Center’s Journey through the Universe program provides under-served 
communities with diverse national resources, including K-12 curriculum materials, teacher 
workshops, classroom visits by scientists from all over the country, and Family Science 
Nights.  See www.challenger.org/journey for information.  

The MESSENGER spacecraft (MErcury Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry and 
Ranging) is to be launched in 2004 and go into Mercurian orbit in 2009. Challenger Center is one 
of the partner organizations charged with MESSENGER education and public outreach activities. 
See www.messenger.jhuapl.edu for information. 

Through the Challenger Center Speakers Bureau, Voyages Across the Universe, staff members speak 
to student audiences of 30-1,000, conduct workshops for 100-300 educators, give keynote and featured 
presentations at conferences, as well as conduct Family Science Nights at the National Air and Space 
Museum, and other facilities across the nation, for audiences of 300-1,000 parents, students, and teachers.  
See www.challenger.org/speakers for information.

For information about other Challenger Center programs, 
or to purchase our classroom resources, visit www.challenger.org/store.


