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Assessment Rubrics

	Science Research
	Level
	 
	 
	 

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Instructions   
	 Student does not correctly follow the instructions.   
	 Student correctly follows some of the instructions, but makes crucial mistakes or skips some important steps.   
	 Student follows most instructions, but has difficulty responding effectively to problems.   
	 Student correctly follows every instruction correctly and supplements his/her work with effective and inventive additions.   

	Resources  
	Student is unable to effectively access or use the provided web resources. Student does not use the computer and internet appropriately or responsibly.  
	Student is able to access some of the provided web resources. Student does not always use the computer and internet appropriately or responsibly.  
	Student is able to access and use most of the provided web resources. Student uses the computer and internet appropriately and responsibly.  
	Student is able to access and use all of the provided web resources. Student uses the computer and internet appropriately and responsibly and encourages others to do the same.

	Data and Observations  
	Data and observations are incorrect or missing entirely.  
	Data and observations are incomplete or do not include sufficient details. 
	Data and observations are complete and correct.  
	Data and observations are complete and correct.  Student provides a level of detail and organization that goes above and beyond requirements.  

	Understanding of Science Context  
	Little to no understanding of science context is evidenced from student's writing.  
	Some understanding of science context is evidenced from student's writing, but student does not always reason scientifically.  
	Firm understanding of science context is evidenced from student's writing.  
	Complete understanding of science context is evidenced from student's writing. Student provides a level of detail and depth that exceeds requirements.  

	Conclusions and Explanations  
	Analysis of the data (explanations) and predictions (conclusions) are missing or do not make sense given student's data and observations.  
	Analysis of the data (explanations) and predictions (conclusions) are incomplete not supported by sufficient details. Relevant data and observations are not referenced.  
	Analysis of the data (explanations) and predictions (conclusions) are complete and supported by student's data. Relevant data and observations and referenced where appropriate.  
	Analysis of the data (explanations) and predictions (conclusions) are complete and supported by student's data. Student provides a level of detail and depth that goes above and beyond requirements.


	Writing
	Level
	 
	 
	 

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Writing   
	Shows little to no understanding for rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling; difficulty expressing clear thoughts.
	Shows some understanding for rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling through developing sense of simple sentences; developing ability to express clear thoughts.
	Shows understanding for rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling through improved simple sentences; improved ability to express clear thoughts.
	Shows clear understanding for the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling; clear, organized sentence structure; expresses clear thoughts.

	Understanding of Task
	Does not understand task.
	Has little understanding of task. 
	Has clear understanding of task. 
	Has clear and unified understanding of task. 


	Presentation
	Level
	 
	 
	 

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Attention to Audience 
	 Did not attempt to engage audience.
	 Little attempt to engage audience.   
	 Engaged audience and held their attention most of the time by remaining on topic and presenting facts with enthusiasm.   
	Engaged audience and held their attention throughout with creative articulation, enthusiasm, and clearly focused presentation.   

	Clarity  
	No apparent logical order of presentation, unclear focus.   
	Content is loosely connected, transitions lack clarity.  
	Sequence of information is well organized for the most part, but more clarity with transitions is needed.  
	Development of thesis is clear through use of specific and appropriate examples; transitions are clear and create a succinct and even flow.  

	Presentation Length
	Greatly exceeding or falling short of allotted time.   
	Exceeding or falling short of allotted time.  
	Remained close to the allotted time.  
	Presented within the allotted time.  

	Content  
	Thesis is unclear and information appears randomly chosen.  
	Thesis is clear, but supporting information is disconnected.  
	Information relates to a clear thesis; many relevant points, but they are somewhat unstructured.  
	Exceptional use of material that clearly relates to a focused thesis; abundance of various supported materials.  

	Creativity  
	Delivery is repetitive with little or no variety in presentation techniques.  
	Material presented with little interpretation or originality.  
	Some apparent originality displayed through use of original interpretation of presented materials.  
	Exceptional originality of presented material and interpretation.  

	Speaking Skills
	Monotone; speaker seemed uninterested in material.
	Little eye contact; fast speaking rate, little expression, mumbling.
	Clear articulation of ideas, but apparently lacks confidence with material.  
	Exceptional confidence with material displayed through poise, clear articulation, eye contact, and enthusiasm.  
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